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the war we still have the Philippines and some of th<
Samoan Islands, and these are capable of great devel
opment. From her share of the Samoan Islands Ger
many got a million dollars' worth of copra and we
might get more from ours. The Philippines now lead
the world in the production of copra, but Java is a close
second and Ceylon not far behind. If we do not look
out we will be beaten both by the Dutch and the British,
for they are undertaking the cultivation of the coconut
on a larger scale and in a more systematic way. Ac-
cording to an official bulletin of the Philippine Govern-
ment a coconut plantation should bring in "dividends
ranging from 10 to 75 per cent, from the tenth to the
hundredth year." And this being printed in 1913 fig-
ured the price of copra at 3% cents, whereas it brought
4% cents in 1918, so the prospect is still more encourag-
ing. The copra is half fat and can be cheaply shipped
to America, where it can be crushed in the southern oil-
mills when they are not busy on cottonseed or peanuts.
But even this cost of transportation can be reduced by
extracting the oil in the islands and shipping it in butt:
like petroleum in tank steamers.
In the year ending June, 1918, the United States im-
ported from the Philippines 155,000,000 pounds of coco-
nut oil worth $18,000,000 and 220,000,000 pounds of
copra worth $10,000,000. But this was about half our
total importations; the rest of it we had to get from
foreign countries. Panama palms may give us a little
relief from this dependence on foreign sources. In
1917 we import^ 19,000,000 whole coconuts from Pan-
ama valued at $700,000.
A new form of fat that has rapidly oome into our